
Ready to make a difference for divers everywhere?  

Start Diving for Data with Project Dive Exploration!

Background & Overview
Project Dive Exploration (PDE) is the most extensive study of recreational diving ever conducted. DAN's goal is to 
record more than one million dive profiles to produce statistically accurate analyses of dive profiles, diver 
characteristics, and diver behavior.   Since the start of the PDE program in 1999, nearly 200,000 dive profiles have been 
collected and entered into the PDE database. Project Dive Exploration is a prospective observational study of the 
demographics, medical history, depth-time exposure, and medical outcome of a sample of the recreational diving 
population. PDE seeks to estimate the incidence of decompression sickness (DCS) in population subgroups and to 
investigate the relationship of DCS probability to depth-time profile and dive and diver characteristics. PDE also 
provides an injury-free control population for comparison with DAN's injury and fatality populations to identify 
possible risk factors associated with injury and death. 

The diving accident data that DAN has collected since 1987 provides useful information about decompression injuries 
and their treatment, but is lacking in information about the depth-time profiles that caused these injuries and has no 
information about safe dives. Without this information, there can be no understanding about the critical relationships 
among diver demographics, dive conditions, dive profiles, diving injuries, and recompression therapy effectiveness. 
Project Dive Exploration was designed to meet these needs. 

Project Dive Exploration (PDE) participant profiles are collected by DAN's Field Research Coordinator and are 
delivered to DAN via the Internet. The data is then analyzed to help DAN scientists understand the relationship of the 
risk of decompression illness (DCI) to myriad physical, medical, and behavioral factors. The results of this study are 
likely to form the basis of future dive table and dive computer models. 

PDE has multiple objectives, including: 

• Collecting real-time depth/time profiles for analysis 

• Documenting the condition of the diver 48 hours after the end of the dive series

• Documenting any health changes in the diver, whether related to diving or not 

• Investigating the relationship between diving and health effects by using statistical analysis and modeling

• Developing a flexible, low-risk decompression procedures for multilevel / multiday repetitive diving 

• Studying the effects of flying after diving. 

Project Dive Exploration
Diving for Data Trips
2012 Field Trip Schedule



How PDE Diving for Data Field Trips Work
DAN has partnered with Indian Valley Scuba to conduct twenty data collection trips during the year.  
PDE will be conducted wherever IVS diving occurs throughout the world – at resorts, on charter boats 
and aboard liveaboards.  A detailed listing of the 2012 Diving for Data PDE trips is listed below.

A trained DAN Field Research Coordinator will be on board each Diving for Data trip, and will conduct a seminar for 
participants and non-participants to understand the program and recognize the value of the data collected.  The FRC 
will also be responsible for assisting with documentation, data logger management, and downloading of collected 
data files to DAN.
 
Any certified diver is welcome to participate in the PDE Diving for Data trips.  Divers will fill out a brief background 
questionnaire, wear a data logger supplied by DAN, and record their dive log information for the duration of the trip.  
Some post trip data is also required.  

How do I get involved? 
Diving for Data PDE trips for 2012 are coordinated through DAN-partner Indian Valley Scuba.  Twenty data collection 
trips will be conducted during 2012.  Diving will take place in a wide variety of environments, including rivers & 
oceans, warm & cold climates, and fresh & saltwater.

Up to ten PDE participants will be enrolled on each trip, and it is estimated that a total of approx. 5,000 dive profiles will 
be documented and submitted during the Diving for Data program.  In addition, a portion of the trip proceeds from 
each of the Diving for Data trips is donated to DAN to further PDE research programs.  In addition to the collection of 
PDE data, Indian Valley Scuba donates a portion of the trip proceeds from each of the Diving with Data trips to DAN 
to further PDE research programs.

PDE Diving for Data is available on all Dive Trips (click below to view the Travel Schedule)

For trip details & fees visit www.PDEdivingfordata.com
Call 800-825-2452 for more information or to register for a PDE Diving for Data Trip!!


