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PADI’s Search and Recovery Diver Specialty course will teach you effective ways 
to find objects underwater and safely bring them to the surface. Small, large or just 
awkward, there is a safe and proper way to bring them up.

During this course you will be introduced to the many tools and specialty piece of equipment that are utilized for effective 
search and recovery efforts.  You’ll learn search and recovery dive planning, organization, procedures, techniques and 
potential problems. You’ll also cover limited visibility diving, search patterns and safe object recovery using lift devices.

Your Adventures In Diving Search and Recovery Adventure Dive may count toward this Specialty certification.  Completion 
of this specialty also counts as one of five Specialty certifications required for your Master Scuba Diver certification.

Agency Certification 
PADI

Course Name & Certification Issued 
Search & Recovery Diver

Student Prerequisite(s) 
PADI (Jr.) Open Water Diver -or- equivalent

Minimum Age 
12

Class Session(s) (hours) 
1 (1.5)

Pool Session(s) 
optional

Open Water Dives  
4

Minimum/Maximum Depths 
130 ft. maximum 

(70 ft. Jr.) 
 

Breathing Gas(es) 
Air or Nitrox

Required Student Equipment 
Basic Scuba Set-up 

Lift Bag with Finger Spool 
Marker Buoy 

Reel

Administrative Items 
Medical Statement 

Liability Release Form

Required Student Materials  
None

Materials included in Course Fee 
PADI Search & Recovery Diver Manual

Library Items Available?  
N/A

Class Start Dates  
See Class Schedule for Dates

Course Fee 
$150
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